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Dear Dr. Zahorchak:

We support the State Board of Educations positive steps toward eusuring the readiness of
Pennsylvania’s high school graduates by giving support and approval to regulations that would bolster our

graduation standards,

The board’s unanimous vote will establish state graduation requiremcnts, siarting with the
graduating class of 2014, to cnsure students demonstrate proficiency in the core academic areas of math,
science, English, and social studies. This proposal gives districts a menu of ways to ensure their students

are academically prepated before recsiving » diploma. Theae options include:

Passing the new Gruduation Competency Assesstrcnis,

Passing the Pennsylvaniy System of School Asscssment

Passing an Advanced Placement or International Baccalaurcate tost

Passing u local assessment that indepsndent of evaluators cortifics equivalent to Graduation

Caompetency Assessments.

We support the goal behind these new graduation requirements and feel that the diploma will be
meaningful, and have substantial value. Graduates need the assurunce that they have what they need to
succecd . ‘

' Clearly, the current palchwark system for setting high school graduation requirements is not
serving our young people. These now gradustion standxrds have the backing of an arrsy of business
Ieaders, education Icaders and comumunity stakeholders, The Governer'a Commission on College and
Carcer Success- a group of leaders in various fields, public and private- imanimously called for more
rigorous graduation standards as u way [or Pennsylvania to cnsure all our students lcxve high school
prepared for higher education or the knowledge-bascd workforce.

We thank you for your ongoing service 10 public education, and your commitment to our children.
Sincerely,

Losg News,

Doug Heunry, Frincipal
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7 John A. Jubss, EA.D., Vice-Principal

‘ISuppo'vb, Grow and Bucceed,



